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Columbus woman named Athletic Trainer of the Year 
 

For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – The Nebraska State Athletic Trainers’ Association (NSATA) recently named 
Columbus Community Hospital athletic trainer Brooke Hughes, ATC, as its 2022 Athletic Trainer 
of the Year. 
 
Hughes received the award at the NSATA’s summer education conference on June 3 in Grand 
Island.  
 
The George F. Sullivan Athletic Trainer of the Year Award honors George Sullivan — the head 
athletic trainer for the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a pioneer in athletic training.  
 
Each year, the NSATA awards a Nebraska athletic trainer who has gone above and beyond to 
promote and improve the profession of athletic training, all while performing their regular 
duties as an athletic trainer. Columbus Community Hospital had three athletic trainers in the 
running for the award: Whitney Vessar, ATC, Denise Marshall, MA, ATC, and Hughes. 
 
Hughes is a 2008 graduate of Columbus Lakeview High School and has her Bachelor of Science 
degree in athletic training from the University of Nebraska Omaha. She joined the hospital as a 
certified athletic trainer in 2014 and currently provides services for Columbus High School and 
Columbus Middle School. 
 
She also serves as the public relations chair for the NSATA and is an active member of the Mid 
America Athletic Trainers Association (MAATA) and National Athletic Trainers Association 
(NATA). 
 
“Brooke is a servant leader for the NSATA and deserving of this prestigious award,” said Denise 
Marshall, MA, ATC, president of the NSATA executive board. “She is among the best of the best 
athletic trainers in the state of Nebraska. Her hard work and dedication to the NSATA do not go 
unnoticed.” 
 
In addition to Hughes’ achievement, Mike Sloup, MHA, ATC, received an award for his 25 years 
of service to the NSATA.  
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Sloup has his Bachelor of Science degree in physical education with a concentration in athletic 
training in 1999 from Midland Lutheran College in Fremont. He later completed his Master of 
Health Administration degree in 2006 from Bellevue University in Bellevue. He started as a 
certified athletic trainer at the hospital in 2003 and provides athletic training services to 
Columbus Lakeview High School. 
 
“I believe we have the best athletic trainers in the state,” said Rob Marshall, ATC, athletic 
training program manager at Columbus Community Hospital.  “Having multiple staff members 
nominated and receive awards speaks volumes about our staff. Each of them goes beyond their 
daily responsibilities to bring the best care to their patients, which is evident in their work.” 
 
CCH’s athletic trainers provide athletic training services to the three Columbus high schools and 
outreach services for the athletic departments at Central Community College and several high 
schools in the surrounding area.  
 
For more information about Columbus Community Hospital’s athletic training services, visit 
columbushosp.org. 
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